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that is, whatever wonders or miracles the two pro-
phets of God wrought by the finger and power of
God, these men imitated by the power of the Devil.

Those enchantments I take to consist of certain
agreed gestures and noises, certain barbarous names
and words, and such inexplicable terms of hellish
art, which upon concert between hell and the hellish
agent, are to be so and so understood between them ;
on expressing of which, and making such circles
and figures on the ground as is agreed, the evil
spirit with whom they have concerted the affair be-
forehand, shall appear, and appear too in such and
such form as they appoint to bring him out in; and
this I give as a brief definition of what they call en-
chantment.

And here, not to preach upon the point, or to in-
sist that even what is thus acted must be by the
power of Heaven concurring, for this is what all that
are not atheists acknowledge; but, I say, not to-
dwell on this part, I make so free with our fellow-
conjurers as to say, they put a great deal of cheat
upon the world, in pretending to act by supernatu-
ral powers in those enchantments, let them be of
what sort they will, whereas they really acted much
by cheat and trick, legerdemain or sleight of hand,
and pretended the prince of the air, when he had
nothing to do in it; that however some of those
things were certainly by his, the Devil's aid and as-
sistance, as it was with Ali Albrahazen, and has been
with others to this day, which we shall not and can-
not deny, yet it is apparent much of it has been, as
I said, mere juggling and deceiving.

As the Devil has not tied himself up to methods
in his acting with mankind, so neither have the
magicians of the world kept to any certain methods,
as to a stated rule in their actings among us, but
have, on many occasions, made use of differing me-
thods ; I mean as to their management between the